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THE GREAT VIGIL 
AND 

 FIRST MASS OF EASTER 
According to the Book of Common Prayer 

 
The Lighting of The Paschal Candle 

 
In the darkness, fire is kindled. 

 
Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus 
passed over from death to life, the Church invites her members, 
dispersed throughout the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is 
the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing his Word and celebrating 
his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the 
brightness of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this 
Paschal feast we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure 
minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant bearing the light, leads the procession, pausing three times and singing 

 
Celebrant   The light of Christ. 
People   Thanks be to God. 
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The Paschal Praeconium - The Exultet 
 
Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 
and let your trumpets shout Salvation 
for the victory of our mighty King. 
 
Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 
bright with a glorious splendor, 
for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 
 
Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 
and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 
resound with the praises of your people. 
 
All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, 
pray with me to God the Almighty 
for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 
through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 
Answer  And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Answer  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart 
and mind and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal 
God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the 
true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt 
of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 
 
This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, 
out of bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 
 
This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the 
gloom of sin, and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 
 
This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and 
rose victorious from the grave. 



 
How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and 
loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
 
How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is 
washed away. It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who 
mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 
 
How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is 
reconciled to God. 
 
Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in 
your honor. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May 
Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning––he 
who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
It is customary that the Paschal Candle burn at all services in Eastertide. 

 

The Prophecies 
 
The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings in these words 

 
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his 
people in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to 
the fullness of redemption. 
 

The First Lesson: 
The story of Creation Genesis 1:1––2:2 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without 
form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit of 
God was moving over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light”; 
and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated 
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day. And God said, 
“Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.” And God made the firmament and separated the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the 
firmament. And it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a second day. And God said, “Let the waters 
under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. And God said, 
“Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing 
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fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, upon the earth.” And it 
was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to 
their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to 
its kind. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, a third day. And God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the 
heavens to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the firmament of the 
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. And God made the two 
great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; 
he made the stars also. And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give 
light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the 
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, a fourth day. And God said, “Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the firmament 
of the heavens.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 
that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was 
morning, a fifth day. And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures 
according to their kinds: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth 
according to their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth 
according to their kinds and the cattle according to their kinds, and everything 
that creeps upon the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them, and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.” And God said, “Behold, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every 
tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the 
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, 
everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” 
And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day. Thus the 
heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the 
seventh day God finished his work which he had done, and he rested on the 
seventh day from all his work which he had done. 

 
Let us pray. (stand) 
Let us kneel. 
Let us stand. 
 



O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, 
the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of 
him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Second Lesson: 
Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10––15:1 
When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, 
the Egyptians were marching after them; and they were in great fear. And the 
people of Israel cried out to the LORD; and they said to Moses, “Is it because 
there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? What have you done to us, in bringing us out of Egypt? Is not this 
what we said to you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it 
would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 
wilderness.” And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the 
salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today; for the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, 
and you have only to be still.” The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? 
Tell the people of Israel to go forward. Lift up your rod, and stretch out your 
hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go on dry ground 
through the sea. And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall 
go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, 
and his horsemen. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I 
have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” Then the angel 
of God who went before the host of Israel moved and went behind them; and the 
pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them, coming between 
the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the 
darkness; and the night passed without one coming near the other all night. Then 
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD drove the sea back by a 
strong east wind all night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were 
divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, 
the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. The 
Egyptians pursued, and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all 
Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. And in the morning watch the 
LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down upon the host of the 
Egyptians, and discomfited the host of the Egyptians, clogging their chariot 
wheels so that they drove heavily; and the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from 
before Israel; for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” Then the 
LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may 
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 
So Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its 
wonted flow when the morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled into it, and the 
LORD routed the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the horsemen and all the host of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not so much as one of them remained. But the people 
of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them 
on their right hand and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from 



the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the seashore. 
And Israel saw the great work which the LORD did against the Egyptians, and 
the people feared the LORD; and they believed in the LORD and in his servant 
Moses. Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, 
“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider 
he has thrown into the sea.” 

 
Canticle  The Song of Moses Anglican Chant, Daniel Trott (b. 1984) 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted;* 
 the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge;* 
 the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him,* 
 the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior;* 
 The LORD is his Name. 
 
Let us pray. (stand) 
Let us kneel. 
Let us stand. 
 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, 
you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen 
people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of 
all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth 
may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the 
inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Third Lesson: 
God’s Presence in a renewed Israel Isaiah 4:2-6 
In that day the branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit 
of the land shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. And he who is 
left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, every one who has been 
recorded for life in Jerusalem, when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of 
the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst 
by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. Then the LORD will create 
over the whole site of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by day, and 
smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory there will 
be a canopy and a pavilion. It will be for a shade by day from the heat, and for a 
refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain. 

 
Canticle Isaiah 5:1-2 Anglican Chant, Charles H. Giffen (b. 1940) 
My well-beloved has a vineyard in a very fruitful hill. 
 And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof:  
And planted it with the choicest vine, 



 And built a tower in the midst of it. 
And also made a wine-press therein: 
 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel. 
 
Let us pray. (stand) 
Let us kneel. 
Let us stand. 
 
O God, you led your ancient people by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire 
by night: Grant that we, who serve you now on earth, may come to the joy of that 
heavenly Jerusalem, where all tears are wiped away and where your saints for 
ever sing your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Fourth Lesson: 
The Song of Moses Deuteronomy 31:22-30 
So Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it to the people of Israel. And 
the LORD commissioned Joshua the son of Nun and said, "Be strong and of good 
courage; for you shall bring the children of Israel into the land which I swore to 
give them: I will be with you." When Moses had finished writing the words of 
this law in a book, to the very end, Moses commanded the Levites who carried 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD, "Take this book of the law, and put it by the 
side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a 
witness against you. For I know how rebellious and stubborn you are; behold, 
while I am yet alive with you, today you have been rebellious against the LORD; 
how much more after my death! Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes, and 
your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears and call heaven and 
earth to witness against them. For I know that after my death you will surely act 
corruptly, and turn aside from the way which I have commanded you; and in the 
days to come evil will befall you, because you will do what is evil in the sight of 
the LORD, provoking him to anger through the work of your hands." Then 
Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of all the 
assembly of Israel: 

 
Canticle Deuteronomy 32:1-4 Anglican Chant, C. V. Stanford (1852-1924) 
Give ear, O you heavens, and I will speak:  
 And hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 
My doctrine shall drop as the rain: 
 My speech shall distil as the dew. 
As the small rain upon the tender herb, 
 And as the showers upon the grass: 
Because I will publish the name of the Lord. 
 Ascribe greatness unto our God: 
He is the rock, his work is perfect, 
 For all his ways are judgment. 
A God of truth and without iniquity: 



 Just and right is the Lord 
Let us pray. (stand) 
Let us kneel. 
Let us stand. 
 
O God, the exaltation of the humble and the strength of them that do 
stand, who by your holy servant Moses instructed your people in the 
chanting of your sacred song, that the repeating of the law by them 
might be profitable for our learning: stir up your power among all the 
fullness of the nations whom you have justified, and grant us gladness, 
assuaging fear; that the sins of all may be blotted out by your 
forgiveness, and that which was denounced of old in vengeance may 
turn to our salvation. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Hallowing 
of the Font 

 
The people gather at the font, following the Sacred Ministers in procession, 
while all join in chanting the Litany. 

Litany 
 
Kyrie elison.  Kyrie eleison. 
Christe eleison.  Christe eleison. 
Kyrie elison.  Kyrie eleison. 
 

O Christ, hear us.  O Christ, graciously hear us. 
O God the Father of heaven:  Have mercy upon us. 
O God the Son, Redeemer of the world:  Have mercy upon us. 
O God the Holy Spirit:  Have mercy upon us. 
O Holy Trinity, one God:  Have mercy upon. us. 
 

Holy Mary:  Pray for us. 
Holy Mother of God:  Pray for us. 
Holy Virgin of virgins:  Pray for us. 
Holy Michael:  Pray for us. 
Holy Gabriel:  Pray for us. 
Holy Raphael:  Pray for us. 
All holy angels and Archangels:  Pray for us. 
All holy orders of blessed Spirits:  Pray for us. 
Holy John Baptist:  Pray for us. 

Holy Joseph:  Pray for us. 

Holy Elias:  Pray for us. 
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All holy Patriarchs and Prophets:  Pray for us. 
Holy Peter:  Pray for us. 
Holy Paul:  Pray for us. 
Holy Andrew:  Pray for us. 
Holy John:  Pray for us. 
All holy Apostles and Evangelists:  Pray for us. 
All holy Disciples of the Lord:  Pray for us. 
Holy Stephen:  Pray for us. 
Holy Lawrence:  Pray for us. 
Holy Vincent:  Pray for us. 
All holy martyrs:  Pray for us. 
Holy Sylvester:  Pray for us. 
Holy Gregory:  Pray for us. 
Holy Augustine:  Pray for us. 
All holy Bishops and Confessors:  Pray for us. 
All holy Doctors:  Pray for us. 
Holy Anthony:  Pray for us. 
Holy Benedict:  Pray for us. 
Holy Dominic:  Pray for us. 
Holy Francis:  Pray for us. 
All holy Priests and Levites:  Pray for us. 
All holy Monks and Hermits:  Pray for us. 
Holy Mary Magdalene:  Pray for us. 
Holy Agnes:  Pray for us. 
Holy Cecilia:  Pray for us. 
Holy Agatha:  Pray for us. 
Holy Anastasia:  Pray for us. 
Holy Thérèse of Lisieux:  Pray for us. 
All holy Virgins and Widows:  Pray for us. 
All Holy, Righteous, and Elect of God:  Intercede for us. 
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was 
conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again to judge the living and the dead. 



Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. 
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall 
into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of 
God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbor as yourself? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
The Celebrant says 
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ 
your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to 
come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise 

 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy 
Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led the 
children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. 
In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by 
the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 
and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 
 
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with 
Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are 
reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we 



bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water. 

 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue 
for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

 
Then the Celebrant pours a little bit of the Oil of the Catechumens into the water, and 
says 

May this font be sanctified and made fruitful by the oil of salvation, for 
such as shall be born again therefrom, unto life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Then pouring Chrism, he continues 

May this in-pouring of the Chrism of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the 
Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, be wrought in the name of the Holy Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
Then pouring both oils together, he continues 

May this commingling of the Chrism of Sanctification and of the Oil of 
Unction and of the Water of Baptism be likewise wrought in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
With his hands he spreads the oil & water over the whole font. 
 

Litany (continued) 
The people are sprinkled. During the singing of the continuation of the Litany, 
all return to their seats.  
 

From all evil:  Good Lord deliver us. 
From all deadly sin:  Good Lord deliver us. 

From everlasting damnation:  Good Lord deliver us. 

By the mystery of your holy Incarnation:  Good Lord deliver us. 
By your Advent and Nativity:  Good Lord deliver us. 

By your Baptism and holy Fasting:  Good Lord deliver us. 

By your Cross and Passion:  Good Lord deliver us. 
By your precious Death and Burial:  Good Lord deliver us. 
By your glorious Resurrection and Ascension:  Good Lord deliver us. 
By the coming of the Holy Spirit the Comforter:  Good Lord deliver us. 
In the hour of death and in the day of judgment:  Good Lord deliver us. 
 
 



 
 
O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world: 
Spare us, good Lord. 
O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world: 
Graciously hear us, good Lord. 
O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world: 
Have mercy upon us. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 

At The Mass 
 
The candles at the Altar are now lighted from the Paschal Candle.  
 

Kyrie eleison  Hymnal S 86 
New Plainsong Mass, David Hurd (b. 1950) 

 
Gloria in excelsis  Hymnal S 280 

Powell Mass, Robert Powell (b. 1932) 
Collect of the Day   
O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s 
resurrection: Stir up in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us 
in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, may worship you in 
sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Epistle Romans 6:3-11 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into 
death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know 
that our old self was crucified with him so that the sinful body might be 
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For he who has died is 
freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with him. For we know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died he died to sin, 
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. So you also must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
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The Great Alleluia  
 

 
 
Gradual (Psalm 114) In exitu Israel 
 

 
 

1 When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 
2 Judah became God’s sanctuary * 
and Israel his dominion. 
Refrain 
 
3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 
Jordan turned and went back. 
4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 
and the little hills like young sheep. 
Refrain 
 
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
you little hills like young sheep? 
Refrain 
 
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
Refrain 

 
 
 
 



The Holy Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 
Gospeler: The Lord be with you. 
Response: And also with you. 

Gospeler: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew. 

Response: 

 
After the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to see the sepulchre. And behold, there was a great 
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and 
rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 
raiment white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like 
dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; for I know that 
you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has risen, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he 
has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you 
will see him. Lo, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with 
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and 
said, “Hail!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brethren to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
 

Gospeler: The Gospel of the Lord. 
Response: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon Father Solon 
 
Offertory Hymn 199 St. Kevin 

1. Come, ye faithful, raise the strain 
of triumphant gladness! 
God hath brought his Israel 
into joy from sadness: 
loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke 
Jacob's sons and daughters, 
led them with unmoistened foot 
through the Red Sea waters. 
 
2. 'Tis the spring of souls today: 
Christ hath burst his prison, 
and from three days' sleep in death 
as a sun hath risen; 
all the winter of our sins, 
long and dark, is flying 



from his light, to whom we give 
laud and praise undying. 
 
3. Now the queen of seasons, bright 
with the day of splendor, 
with the royal feast of feasts, 
comes its joy to render; 
comes to glad Jerusalem, 
who with true affection 
welcomes in unwearied strains 
Jesus' resurrection. 
 
4. Neither might the gates of death, 
nor the tomb's dark portal, 
nor the watchers, nor the seal 
hold thee as a mortal: 
but today amidst thine own 
thou didst stand, bestowing 
that thy peace which evermore 
passeth human knowing. 

 
We are pleased to offer secure online donations for the mission and ministry of 
Saint John's. Please click here to make your donation.  

 
Orate Fratres 
Celebrant:  Pray brothers and sisters that this my Sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God the Father Almighty. 
Response:  May the Lord receive the Sacrifice at your hands, to the 
praise and glory of his name, both to our benefit and that of all his 
holy Church. 
 
Secreta said by Celebrant in a low voice 
Accept, we beseech thee, O Lord, the prayers and oblations of thy 
people; that this beginning of thy paschal mysteries may by the 
operation of thy grace be unto us a wholesome medicine unto 
everlasting life. Through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, one God Aloud 
Throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
 
Sursum corda (Hymnal S 120) Book of Common Prayer (BCP) Page 361 
 
Sanctus & Benedictus (Hymnal S 129, Powell) BCP Page 362 
 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH6W/home


Eucharistic Prayer – A BCP Page 361 
 
Lord’s Prayer (Hymnal S 119) BCP Page 364 
 
Ecce Agnus Dei 

Celebrant:   Behold the Lamb of God. Behold Him that takes away the 
sins of the world. 
Response:  Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my 
roof, but speak the word only and my soul shall be healed. 
 
The celebrant will say this prayer in the low voice: 
I intend to receive the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, according to the use, order, and discipline of the Holy Catholic Church; 

to the honor of Almighty God and of all the Church triumphant; to the benefit of 

myself and all of the Church militant and expectant; and for all those who have 

commended themselves to our prayers both in general and in particular; and for 

the good of the whole state of Christ’s Church, Holy and Catholic. Amen 
 
The baptized faithful are encouraged to pray this at the same time: 
Prayer for a Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 
love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since 
I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 
Motet  Sicut cervus 
  Giovanni da Palestrina (1525-1594) 
Sicut cervus desiderat ad fontes aquarum: ita desiderat anima mea ad te Deus. 
As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after Thee, O God. 

 
Post Communion Prayer BCP Page 365/366 
 
Blessing and Dismissal see next page 



 
 
Hymn 180 Unser Herrscher 

1. He is risen, he is risen! 
Tell it out with joyful voice: 
he has burst his three days' prison; 
let the whole wide earth rejoice: 
death is conquered, we are free, 
Christ has won the victory. 
 
2. Come, ye sad and fearful-hearted, 
with glad smile and radiant brow! 
Death's long shadows have departed; 
Jesus' woes are over now, 
and the passion that he bore– 
sin and pain can vex no more. 
 
3. Come, with high and holy hymning, 
hail our Lord's triumphant day; 
not one darksome cloud is dimming 
yonder glorious morning ray, 
breaking o'er the purple east, 
symbol of our Easter feast. 
 
4. He is risen, he is risen! 
He hath opened heaven's gate: 
we are free from sin's dark prison, 
risen to a holier state; 
and a brighter Easter beam 
on our longing eyes shall stream. 



 
Postlude Toccata, from Symphony №. 5, 
  Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937) 
 
 

WELCOME AND NOTICES 
 
We welcome those who join us today online and look forward to being 
back in our church building and welcoming you in person.  
 
The Thrift Shop is currently closed. We will notify everyone when a safe 
re-opening date has been established based on Covid statistics.  
 
However, please join us each Sunday for Mass at 10:30 am EDT 
livestreamed on our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  
 
To-morrow, Easter Sunday, we are very pleased to offer a Holy 
Communion Station after each service. Please enter through the main 
doors on Lafayette Avenue, receive the Holy Communion in the hand, 
and then exit through the Parish House or the Passaic Avenue doors. 
You must be masked and social distanced at all times while inside. 
 
We are pleased to offer secure online donations for the mission and 
ministry of Saint John's. Please click here to make your donation today.  
 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained 
from ONE LICENSE, License #A-738194. All rights reserved. 
 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT JOHN’S 
All services are livestreamed to Facebook and YouTube 

 
Sunday, 4th April Easter Day 

Solemn Procession & Sung Mass at 10:30 am via livestream 
  Holy Communion Station from 12 noon – 12:30 pm 
  Low Mass at 5:00 pm via livestream 
  Holy Communion Station from 5:45-6:15 pm 
Monday, 5th April Monday in Easter Week 
  Low Mass at 7:30 pm via livestream 
Tuesday, 6th April  Tuesday in Easter Week 
  Low Mass at 7:30 pm via livestream 
  Thrift Shop is closed 
 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YH6W/home
https://www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsChurchInPassaic
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7A3_R6b57iNg5HAxDyr7gA


Wednesday, 7th April Wednesday in Easter Week 
  Low Mass at 7:30 pm livestream 
Thursday, 8th April Thursday in Easter Week 
  Low Mass at 7:30 pm via livestream 
Friday, 9th April Friday in Easter Week 
  Low Mass at 7:30 pm via livestream 
Saturday, 10th April Saturday in Easter Week 
  Low Mass at 12 noon via livestream 
  Thrift Shop is closed 
Sunday, 11th April The Second Sunday of Easter: Low Sunday 
  Sung Mass at 10:30 am via livestream  
 

 

MILESTONES FOR THE WEEK 
 

Baptism Anniversary 
Matthew P. Clark 

 
Birthdays 

Yahaira Nuñez, Wayne Murray, 
Kester McPherson 

 
Wedding Anniversaries 
Heidi & Richard Bollon 
Jessica & Richard Lotito 

 
 

 

 
the lamp in the Lady Chapel 

will burn this week in memory of 
Katherine Signorat 

(21 years mind) 

by 
Shirley K. Signorat 

 

 
 



 
Altar Guild donations for Eastertide have been received 

in memory of 
Mary K. Fill, Kathryn O. Fill, Michael Fill, Sr., 

Donald, bishop, and Helen MacAdie 

by 
Father Michael Fill 

 
in memory of 

Sherry Lee Pappert 
Gene Hockmuth 

Frank & Agnes Snyder 
by 

Loretta Hochmuth 
 

in memory of 
Margaret & Merritt Ierley 

by 
The Ierley Family 

 

 
 
 
 

Saint John’s Church 
An Anglo-Catholic Parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Newark 

215 Lafayette Avenue 
Passaic, NJ  07055-4711 

Parish Office: 973-779-0966 
Fr. Solon: 973-826-2175 

www.sjcpassaic.org  
Parish email:  office@sjcpassaic.org 

Father Solon’s email:  frsolon@sjcpassaic.org  
Photo album: www.flickr.com/photos/sjohnschurch/sets/ 

 Like us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/SaintJohnsChurchInPassaic 

http://www.sjcpassaic.org/
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